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Courses of Study
O Algebra 1/Mathematics
O Biology 1/Applied Biology 2
O English 1
O U.S. History and the Constitution

O Montessori middle school themes



More about the Montessori 
middle school curriculum
O Study skills and strategies
O Personal learning plans
O Mastery 
O Coaching and exploratory activities (meets the 

adolescent need for social interaction and fosters 
independence)

O Individual/small group/whole group learning 
experiences

O Running a business (practicing financial independence)
O Studying the constructs of human societies, scientific 

discoveries, geographic explorations, and relations of 
humans to the environment 

O Exploring the relationship between humans and the 
natural world (the responsibility for sustaining the health 
of the planet)



Continued…
O Physical education including health education, 

outdoor experiences, participation in sports, 
learning based in the care and respect for 
one’s self, and activities of practical life

O Science studies that take place in the context 
of occupations, in which the students are put 
in charge of elements, taking on occupations 
such as gardening, bee keeping, and food 
preparation

O Humanities studies employs a seminar format, 
based on the Socratic Method, for in-depth 
exploration into literature, language, creative 
writing, history, geography, or current events



The Socratic Method
O A Socratic questioner should: 

O Keep the discussion focused
O Keep the discussion intellectually 

responsible
O Stimulate the discussion with probing 

questions
O Periodically summarize what has and what 

has not been dealt with and/or resolved
O Draw as many students as possible into 

the discussion



















Testing
O Palmetto Assessment of State Standards 

(PASS) Test – Science and Social Studies 
Standards

O ACT Aspire Test – Writing, English, Reading, 
Mathematics, Optional Science

O MAP – Reading/Mathematics –Given twice 
with an option for three times a year

O EXPLORE – Given to eighth graders in the 
fall

O KUDER – Given to seventh graders in the fall



What the Adolescent Mind Needs 
(From Childhood to Adolescence)
O Creative self-expression
O Physical growth
O Emotional instability
O Strong need for social acceptance
O Impulsive, daring, and experience-

oriented



What the Research Says about 
Montessori middle school students

O Findings revealed that while engaged in 
academic work at school, Montessori middle 
school students reported higher affect, 
potency (feeling alert and energetic), intrinsic 
motivation (enjoyment, interest), and flow 
experience than students from traditional 
middle schools, Montessori middle school 
students also spent approximately three and 
a half hours more per week than traditional 
students doing schoolwork they felt was 
interesting and important.

O (Rathunde & Csikszentmihalyi, 2005).



What the research says about a 
Montessori student’s performance in 

high school
O Dohrmann et al. (2007) assessed high school 

outcomes of 53 children who had previously 
attended two different public Montessori 
programs from preschool through the 5th grade. 
They obtained high school records and transcripts 
to find measures for comparison between two 
groups: (1) students of public Montessori 
programs; and (2) a modified control group 
demographically identical to the Montessori 
group. Overall, the children who attended 
Montessori elementary schools scored higher on 
high school standardized math and science tests 
than their peers who attended traditional schools.



How about college 
performance?

O Shankland et al. (2010) studied student 
adjustment to higher education. They 
investigated the role of alternative 
educational pathways on coping with the 
demands of student life as a freshman in 
college.

O The results of this study showed students 
from alternative schools adjusted better to 
the demands of higher education. These 
students reported less anxiety and depression 
symptoms, and they showed greater quality 
of life satisfaction and academic achievement.



What is success?
O Creativity is as important as literacy. 

(3:03 – 3:15; 5:23 – 6:12; 18:47 – 
19:07)

The video was too large to share within 
this PPT, but you may Youtube Ken 
Robinson and creativity in order to view 
this video.



What is happiness?
O The ability to work until your hearts 

content, also known as flow (minute 
14:00).

The video was too large to share within 
this PPT.  You may Youtube Mihaly 
Csikzentmihalyi and happiness to view 
this video.



How are humans motivated 
to succeed?


